
Gears and Pulleys 

• Mechanisms are the parts that make something work. 
• Mechanisms are all around us. A set of related 

mechanisms used to create movements is called a 
mechanical system. 

• Gears are toothed wheels (cogs) that lock together and 
turn one another. When one gear is turned, the other 
turns as well. 

• The wheels are usually different sizes so that one gear 
speeds up to slow down the next gear. They, therefore, 
increase the power of a turning force. 

• Pulleys are like gears, but the wheels do not lock 
together. The wheels are instead joined together by a 
drive belt. Pulleys can be used to affect the speed, 
direction or force of a movement. 


