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    Be the BEST You Can Be
Whatever you do, do with all your heart. Colossians 3:23




WELCOME BACK! 
What a lovely, busy term this one is! We’ll be getting stuck in to our new Topic, how has transport changed over time? This comes with a very exciting class trip to see SS Great Britain! As well as many other exciting Topics and learning experiences over this Term. 








What we are learning
Our History topic this term is How has transport changed over time? We will be considering how transport has evolved and how these developments may have changed daily life for people living in Bristol and our Local Area. We will also be learning about Isambard Kingdom Brunel whose contributions to engineering and transportation have left a lasting legacy. 
Our English learning will be based around the book The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy. We will be using the book as a Talk for Writing unit and as a hook to inspire our writing. Our main focus continues to be writing clear, accurate and engaging sentences with increasing independence. Handwriting will remain a daily activity as will our rehearsal of Common Exception Words. 
The focus in Maths for Y1 is Place Value within 20 building on from last term’s Place Value to 10. Following this, it will be Addition and Subtraction within 20 – again building from last term. For Maths in Y2, we are completing our unit on Addition and Subtraction before moving on to Multiplication and Division. Alongside this, we are really trying to consolidate our recall of number bonds to 10 and 20 and using our knowledge of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to start calculating tables facts. 
Our Science topic is Uses of Everyday Materials, in which the children will learn about physical characteristics of different natural materials, the properties they have and what they are most suitable to be used for and why.
We will be thinking about Who is God to Muslims? in RE where we will be learning about the meanings of and the attributes shown by the 99 names of Allah and how a Muslim may want to show respect to these.
In our Computing sessions, Y2 we will be particularly focusing on questioning and how this affects algorithms! The children will be able to analyse an algorithm and question whether it is effective or not. In Y1, we will be follow and create simple instructions before learning about the functionality of the basic direction keys and understanding how to create and debug a set of instructions (algorithm) in our unit called Maze Explorers – a favourite with the children! 
We have a great Art topic this Term where we will be doing self-portraits! The children will learn about a range of famous artists and the different styles of self-portraits before creating their own 
We will be considering our Dreams and Goals in PSHE this Term, where the children will get to set their own goal and plan on how to achieve it.

In Music we will be learning and singing the song I Wanna Play in a Band and using glockenspiels and percussion instruments to accompany our singing.




Useful Information  

PE: This term, PE will still be on a Friday for Squirrels. For Hedgehogs it will be on Thursday this term.
At St Mary’s, our PE kit should include a burgundy (or white) t-shirt, black shorts/joggers/leggings and daps/trainers for outdoor activities - trainers may be more appropriate for outside play.
Please could all children have a pair of (named) wellies in school so that they can enjoy the school grounds in all weather.




…and finally

Thank you, as always...
…for continuing to support your child with their reading and homework – it really is the foundation for effective learning through the whole curriculum. 
Please always come and see us if you have any questions and queries and we will do our very best to help.
Mrs Roberts, Mrs Martin, Mrs Gallimore, Ms Edgell, Mrs Hazelton and Miss Jenkins

13th January – Trip to SS Great Britain
We will be leaving school promptly at 8.45am as our first workshop begins at 10.15am so children will need to be at school at 8.30am. Children will need to wear school uniform and wear a coat as some of the trip will be outside. Please can you send them with a bag/rucksack to carry their lunches and water bottles. If you haven’t ordered a school packed lunch, remember to pack one for your child. 
We are really looking forward to going. 
Please make sure you have given consent for your child on Parent Pay.

Homework: Reading, Spellings and Maths
Reading: We will be continuing to have 3 Guided Reading Group sessions every week with each child/group reading to a different adult each week. As the children progress through Year 2, some children will start using our Accelerated Reader system – if you have older children in the school, you will be familiar with this. For AR, each child will be given a reading ‘band’ that is based on their reading ability and they will choose their own book from within this band/range. After reading it, they will take a short online quiz to check their understanding of the book before they progress on to another book. All other children will continue to bring home their Phonics-related Little Wandle book. 
Please try to listen to your child read as often as possible and talk about the stories they have read and try to write a comment in or simply sign the reading record whenever you can. It really does make a difference.  

Through Term 2, most children were able to establish a homework routine – thank you for your support with this. The homework mostly has a focus on the work we are doing in class; Y1 phonics and Y2 spelling. We will also sometimes use this as an opportunity to practise the Common Exception Words from Year 1 and 2 (‘tricky words’ – words that can’t be sounded out using phonetics e.g. said, people…) that all children need to learn by heart. The list your child is learning from is stuck in to the front of their homework books. Occasionally, when appropriate, they may have maths homework – or even something based on a different subject.
We endeavour to send new reading books and homework home on Thursdays though occasionally this may spill to a Friday. Homework can be returned any day - but by Thursday at the latest so new work can be stuck in. 
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