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We need light to be able to see things. Light waves travel out from sources of
light in straight lines. These lines are often called rays or beams of light.

Light from the sun travels in a straight line and hits the chair. The light ray
is then reflected off the chair and travels in a straight line to the girl's eye,

this water looks as if it is bent. This
is because light bends when it moves
from air to water. When light bends
in this way, it is called refraction.
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because when an opaque object is in
the path of light travelling from a
light source, it will block the light
normal line P = rays that hit it, while the rest of the

light can continue travelling.
incident ray \

angle of incidence

Rainbows are formed when the sun shines through water
particles (transparent) and when white light passes through,
it '"bends’ and splits into the range of colours which

make white light




